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  Regular Meeting 
 Charleston Township Board 
 August 27, 2002 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by the Supervisor who led those present in the pledge of 
allegiance to the flag. 
 
ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS: 
 
Roll was called and members present were: Bell, Kasson, Whitehead, Balkema and Kramer. Absent: None. 
Also in attendance: Anne Ward, Pat Longfield, Don & Ann Elzinga, Art Samson, Tom Wheat, Brenda 
Schug, Phyllis Rose, Larry R. Bolhuis, Rich Pierson, Henry Scholten, Gary Gensch, Michael Glazer, and 
Lise Patterson. 
  
ADOPTION OF PROPOSED AGENDA AND MINUTES: 
 
Motion by Whitehead/Kasson to adopt the agenda with two additions: f. Water authority and g. Balkema 
Payment Request # 7. CARRIED  Kasson/Balkema moved to approve the July 23, 2002 regular meeting 
minutes as presented. CARRIED  Bell/Whitehead moved to approve Election Committee minutes as 
presented.  CARRIED 
 
POLICE, FIRE, ZONING AND ASSESSORS REPORTS: 
 
Fran presented a letter written to Jim Otto concerning the need for detailed building plans in order to 
conform to the State Construction Code.  He also submitted the Final Order By Consent agreement 
concluded by the township with William Blank concerning the property at 12386 East Michigan Avenue.   
Chuck presented the minutes of the Joint Fire Board, talked about the arrival of the new ladder truck and 
spoke of the need to improve communication on the Fire Board and with the firefighters and the 
Firefighters Association.  Balkema/Whitehead moved to accept the fire report for July.  CARRIED 
  
CITIZEN TIME: 
 
Michael Glazer voiced his displeasure at a ticket for impaired vision received by his son while driving on 
East MN Avenue near his home.  Mr. Glazer complained about Deputy Sheriff Hoffman hanging up on 
him when he tried to talk to him about the ticket.  The section of road where the ticket was issued is a 
gravel road that Mr. Glazer and his neighbors would like to see paved because they claim it is continually 
full of ruts despite the best efforts of the Road Commission.  Apparently, Mr. Glazer’s son hit a pothole 
and, consequently, splashed muddy water on his windshield as well as the car of the officer.  Lise 
Patterson, who also lives on the gravel portion of MN Avenue, reiterated what Mr. Glazer said about the 
poor condition of the road and asked what could be done. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
a. Jim Whitehead recommended having the Treasurer collect summer taxes instead of turning it over to the 

County or the State. 
b. Fran provided a report by Tom Dewhirst from the Household Hazardous Waste Center that indicated 

an increase in the number of township residents who are making use of the services of the HHWC for 
the second quarter of 2002. 

 
 

NEW BUSINESS: 
 



 
2 

a. Director Rich Pierson of the Kalamazoo Water & Wastewater Regional Commission reported to 
the Board that the intergovernmental agreement, which the Regional Commission has been 
working on, brings the City of Kalamazoo into the Commission.  The agreement was described as 
a three year agreement to keep talking.  The Township Supervisor, Fran Bell, is a member of the 

Commission.  Kasson/Whitehead moved to support the efforts of the Kalamazoo Water & 

Wastewater Regional Commission and to approve the adoption of the Intergovernmental 
Agreement For Participation In The Governance Of The Kalamazoo Wastewater System.  
Roll Call Vote: Bell –Y, Kasson – Y, Whitehead – Y, Kramer – Y and Balkema - Y. CARRIED 

b. As part of the ongoing ordinance review and update, the Township Attorney, Craig Rolfe, 
recommended the adoption of the Ordinance Enforcement Officer Ordinance.  

Whitehead/Balkema moved to adopt the Ordinance Enforcement Officer Ordinance 
(Number 123) as presented. Roll Call Vote: Bell – Y; Kasson – Y; Whitehead – Y; Balkema – 

Y; Kramer – Y.  CARRIED   Balkema/Whitehead moved to appoint as Ordinance 

Enforcement Officer Associated Government Services or such individuals as may from time 
to time be designated the Zoning Administrator, Assistant Zoning Administrator, and the 
Building Official of Charleston Township, and the deputies of the Kalamazoo County 
Sheriff’s Department including Kalamazoo County Animal Control Officers.  CARRIED  

c. Whitehead/Balkema moved to adopt Ordinance # 124, the Ordinance Repeal Ordinance as 
presented.  Roll Call Vote: Balkema – Y; Kramer – Y; Bell – Y; Whitehead – Y; and Kasson – 
Y.  CARRIED 

d. Kasson/Whitehead moved to adopt Ordinance #125, Amendment of Township Pension Plan 
Ordinance as presented.  Roll Call Vote: Balkema – Y; Bell – Y; Kasson – Y; Kramer – Y; 
Whitehead – Y. CARRIED  The ordinance updates the pension plan ordinance to allow changes 
without having to create another ordinance.  

e. Fran presented information on the Fall District Meetings of the Michigan Townships Association. 

 Whitehead/Balkema moved to authorize the payment of fees for any board member who 
chooses to attend the Fall District Meetings of the Michigan Township Association.  
CARRIED 

f. Fran presented information on the cost of extending water main to the proposed plat north of the 
new high school and the cost for “interconnecting” Galesburg’s system to Charleston’s. 

g. Whitehead/Kasson moved to approve payment request #7(Final) of Balkema Excavating, 
Inc. in the    amount of $34,890.28 for the 40th Street and L Avenue Water Main & Sanitary 
Sewer and to authorize the supervisor to sign the necessary papers.  Roll Call Vote: Balkema 
– Abstain; Kramer – Y; Bell – Y; Whitehead – Y; Kasson – Y.  CARRIED.  

 
COMMUNICATIONS: 
 
Fran reported that Mark Bellgraph had received the approval of the Michigan Liquor Control Commission 
for the transfer of ownership of the SDD and SDM licenses from Mr. & Mrs. Singrey to himself for his 
Thrifty King convenience store.  Fran also indicated that he had notified the Road Commission and Target 
Corporation of complaints by local citizens of semi-trucks parking on the shoulders of roads in the vicinity 
of Target and of semi-trucks looking for Target in platted neighborhoods.  Fran said that letters of 
appreciation had been sent to James McCallum for his service on the Joint Fire Board and to John Rodwan 
for his service on the Board of Review.  He informed the Board of an invitation to Target’s Grand Opening 
Festivities on Friday, September 20, 2002 and indicated that he had sent Target articles on Dark Sky 
Ordinances for their information. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT: 
 
Year to Date receipts: $100,927.65, disbursements: $88,398.70, transfers to savings to general fund: ($241.49), 
General fund balance: $106,219.24, Beginning balance was $93,931.78, Received since July Board meeting 
$41,349.96. Kasson/Balkema moved to accept the Treasurer’s report for August as received. CARRIED 
 
MEMBERS TIME: 
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Linda reported a 34 percent turnout for the August 6, 2002 Primary Election.  Jim explained the need for 

repairs to a couple of the township cemeteries.  Kasson/Balkema moved to authorize Jim to go forward 

with repairs to cemetery stones and footings in Roof and Riverside Cemeteries.  CARRIED  Jim also 

indicated that training on summer tax collection procedures was coming up in October.  Kasson/Balkema 

moved to authorize payment of fees for Jim Whitehead and Brenda Schug to attend the Nuts & 
Bolts of Tax Collecting Seminar on Tuesday, October 15, 2002.  CARRIED  Jim reported that BSA 

Software had recommended a bar-code reader to use in tax collecting.  Kasson/Balkema moved to 

authorize Jim to purchase the recommended bar-code reader.  CARRIED  Chuck reported that the 
Planning Commission would be reviewing Dark Sky Ordinances.  He said that he had requested that the 
township attorney draw up language for a new Open Space Preservation Ordinance to meet State 
requirements and reported that an at-large position was open on the Fire Board.  Fran indicated that he will 
be checking rates for a Fall Trash Drop-off.  He discussed the Midway Aggregates request to add a 
breakroom and showers to their original site plan review.  Fran asked the Board whether another full fee 

($250.00) or a partial fee should be charged.  Whitehead/Kasson moved to charge Midway Aggregates 

a fee consistent with actual costs.  CARRIED  Fran reported that he had discussed the possibility of an 
arrangement with Galesburg Police Chief Ric Mau to provide police protection to the township. 

  
READING & DISPOSITION BILLS 
 
Kasson/Whitehead moved that the bills be allowed and that warrants be drawn on the treasury for their 
respective amounts.  CARRIED   
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN: 
 
Kasson/Balkema moved to adjourn at 8:55 p.m.  CARRIED 
 

Linda Kramer, Clerk 


